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sought to influence Nicholas II. in a sense hostile to
France and favourable to Germany.
All that I have said of Baron Frederick applies equally
la the Marshal of the Court, Count Paul Benckendorff,
'younger brother of the late Ambassador to London.
He had great personal charm and distinction, and con-
fined himself strictly to the duties which the complicated
customs of the Court imposed. Although very enlight-
ened and liberal in his opinions, he never had any op-
portunity, unfortunately, to advocate them before the
Emperor. He was not in the least degree an agent of
German propaganda at Court, but on the contrary
was particularly disliked, as was his brother, the Ambassa-
dor, by William II.
Neither can any political role be attributed to the
Grand Marshal of the Court, Prince Alexander Dol-
gorouky, familiarly called cc Sandy." This grand
seigneur^ belonging to one of the most illustrious
families of Russia and to a branch of that family famous
for their personal beauty, was a striking figure, of noble
caffTage and with the grand manner of the true aristo-
crat. With Baron Frederick and Count Benckendorff
he formed a trio which gave to the ceremonies and
receptions at the Imperial Court a cachet of elegance
and good form such as I have never seen surpassed in
any other court.
It is none the less true that there existed in Russia
at that epoch a very powerful Germanophile party.
It was not to be found at Court, but among the ultra-
conservative members of the Council of the Empire.
The Emperor contributed, perhaps without knowing it,
to the strengthening of that party by systematically
appointing to the Upper Chamber men professing re-
actionary views.